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1edmonton arts council

The edmonton arts council is a non-profit society and charitable organization that 

supports and promotes the arts community in Edmonton. The EAC works to increase the profile and involvement 

of arts and culture in all aspects of our community life through activities that:

    • Invest in Edmonton festivals, arts organizations and individual artists through municipal, 

corporate and private funding.

    • Represent Edmonton’s arts community to government and other agencies and provide  

expert advice on issues that affect the arts.

    • Build partnerships and initiate projects that strengthen our community.

    • Create awareness of the quality, variety and value of artistic work produced in Edmonton.
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4 message from the chair

message from the
chair

2008 has been yet another 
incredible year  for the Edmonton Arts 

Council!  It has been a year of building on the 

foundations set out for it over the past.  

We implemented some of the first recommendations 

in the “Art of Living” including receiving funding for 

continued work at Arts Hab and for the development 

of the Heritage Council.  We are pleased to support 

the development of our “sister” council and John 

Mahon is providing his wisdom and guidance in 

helping to get them established.  

In addition, an implementation plan for the Public 

Art Master Plan was accepted by City Council and 

we are making great strides in public art including 

the addition of a conservator and support staff 

to the project and have several million dollars 

of public art projects already in the works.     

We continue to enjoy a supportive City Council 

who recognize the value of the arts not only as 

an economic contributor to our city but more 

importantly a contributor to the quality of our 

lives.  We are grateful for their vision of the City of 

Edmonton as more than just a place to live, but a 

place to thrive, explore and push the boundaries of 

our ideals.  

It was with the wisdom of City Council that a new 

grant program, the Cultural Diversity in the Arts 

Program, was funded to recognize that our local 

arts scene is greatly influenced and enriched by 

artists from all parts of the world.  A ceremony was 

held at City hall to celebrate the inaugural awards in  

this program.  

This was also the inaugural year of the Winter Light 

Festival that provided Edmontonians with many 

winter activities and worked in partnership with 

some of the wonderful festivals already happening 

here in the winter months.  

5message from the chair

And, after a hiatus of over a decade, we are pleased to 

once again receive recognition of the value of the arts 

community from the province. The development of 

the Ministry of Culture and Community Spirit as well 

as increased provincial funding to Arts and Culture 

is certainly a step in the right direction and we look 

forward to continuing to build this relationship.  

I could go on for pages telling you about the 

wonderful staff of the EAC but my words and thanks 

would never be satisfactory.  The staff is so competent, 

so committed, so caring and so visionary.  It has been 

a privilege to work with them and is an honour to 

know them.  

It has also been a joy to work with the members of 

the Board of Directors.  They are so dedicated to 

the arts in Edmonton and while we have had some 

passionate discussions, we have all kept our sense of 

humour and laughed a great deal. I have learned a 

great deal from my time on the board and appreciate 

their guidance.  

The work of the Edmonton Arts Council, as with all 

arts organizations, receives tremendous support from 

many volunteers.  Jury members spend hundreds 

of hours each year reviewing grant applications 

from all forms of artists, arts organizations and from 

all disciplines. The juries sometimes face difficult 

decisions when the number of applicants outweigh 

the funding available in the program, but always 

make their decisions in the best interest of the arts 

in Edmonton.  We appreciate the donation of your  

skill and your time – an invaluable commodity in a 

busy world.  

The last twelve months seem to have gone by 

in the blink of an eye, which I understand comes 

with increasing years, but also when the work is 

meaningful and spiritually uplifting but especially 

when it is completed along side kindred spirits.   

Darlene Bryant 

Chair, Board of Directors

“We continue to enjoy a supportive City Council  who 

recognize the value of the arts not only as an economic 

contributor to our city but more importantly  

a contributor to the quality of our lives.”
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executive director’s 
report

The year 2008 was the 13th year of 

the Edmonton Arts Council and was marked, in 

my opinion, by a number of completions.  While 

I recognize that a so-called completion is usually 

only a cadence followed by a slight pause before 

the next steps begin, there was a definite sense of 

accomplishment around here in 2008.

The Art of Living and the Public Art Master Plan (MAP), 

both major planning documents, were submitted to 

City Council and both were enthusiastically adopted 

as were subsequent implementation plans.  These 

are stable platforms on which to base our work at the 

EAC for the next five years. Clichés about elaborate 

plans sitting on shelves gathering dust do not apply 

here.  The visions and program directions described 

in the two plans are fully ingrained in the day-to-day 

thinking at the EAC because they were both written 

in-house – we know and believe in the content of the 

Art of Living and the MAP.  I am proud of this work by 

the EAC staff, in particular Public Art Director Kristy 

Trinier who was the author of the MAP, and I believe 

they are and will continue to be  inspiring documents 

for our members. 

Another completion in 2008 was the Cultural 

Capital of Canada (CCC) program. While this was a 

2007 designation by the federal government, the 

programs generated by the close to $3 million in 

funding continued to June 2008 and the office was 

not closed until August. A major portion of last year’s 

annual report was devoted to the Cultural Capital 

of Canada program and the final report – also an 

inspiring document created by Linda Huffman 

Executive Producer of our CCC  – is available on the 

EAC website.  

But while I have cast 2008 as a year of completions, 

it also saw the beginning of a number of important 

things including two new City grant programs: the 

Major Facility operating grant and Cultural Diversity 

in the Arts Awards.  This brings our total number of 

grant programs to fourteen.  Thirteen years ago the 

EAC had four grant programs. With this added work, 

we needed more staff and Katia Michel Wasney 

joined us in 2008 as  Grants Assistant. 

executive director’s report

New grant programs are challenging to develop and 

I tip my hat to Laurie Stalker and Sally Kim for their 

work in this area. Laurie, our Grants and Research 

Director, joined the EAC staff about a year after my 

arrival in 1996 and she has been constant not only 

in the high professional standards she sets for herself 

and the grants staff but in her commitment to finding 

and reaching out to Edmonton artists from all cultural 

backgrounds. The Cultural Diversity in the Arts Awards 

are an important milestone along this road.

Besides Katia, we added two more staff persons 

in 2008.  Our public art programs and projects 

continued to grow spectacularly in a number of 

areas and Sean Borchert joined the EAC as Public 

Art Assistant.  Alison Turner came over from the 

Cultural Capital office in March to take on the task of 

communications where she made an immediate and 

effective impact.  Next year promises even more in 

this area as Alison is currently overseeing a complete 

revision of the EAC and TIX on the Square websites.

With Mieke Higham, our personable Office Manager 

and our part-time Bookkeeper Shirley Combden, 

this brings the number of EAC office staff to nine.  

We have three more permanent staff lead by Judy 

Stelck at TIX on the Square.  I am grateful for Judy’s 

management skills and tireless commitment to the 

arts in Edmonton.

Any summary of 2008 that failed to mention the global 

economic downturn would be incomplete.  In this 

regard, the EAC has fared well to date and although 

determining the City’s 2008 operating budget was 

not an easy task for City Council, they did agree to 

fund two new major initiatives from the Art of Living: 

annual operating funds for Arts Habitat Association of 

Edmonton and for the Edmonton Heritage Council. In 

addition, they funded a winter festival and asked the 

EAC oversee the production of that series of events. 

Pamela Anthony was contracted for this task and 

successfully delivered Winter Light 2009.

Finally I recognize the people who serve on our Board 

of Directors. It is customary and appropriate to do 

this in an annual report and might be seen as routine. 

I wish to dispel any sense of that here. These artists, 

arts administrators and community members give 

me immeasurable support, perspective, counsel and 

good company and without this I could not possibly 

do my work as Executive Director.  To the departing 

Board members; Raymond, Annie, Keith, Peter, Tanya; 

I publicly give you my thanks, best wishes and hope 

that you stay closely involved with the EAC. 

John Mahon

Executive Director

“Clichés about elaborate plans sitting on 

shelves gathering dust do not apply here.“
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“In the depths of winter I finally learned  

there was in me an invincible summer.”   

Albert Camus

Edmonton is a city defined 
by both winter and festival culture. So when 

the City and Arts Council announced an ambitious 

plan to ‘festivalize’ Edmonton’s winters, it seemed 

obvious - an idea whose time had come. Why not? 

Winter festivals are popular all over the world. 

And the idea’s potential was backed by our own 

example of success  – the City kick-started all of 

Edmonton’s major festivals over 25 years ago with a 

funding program called SummerFest. Could those 

councillors have imagined the Festival City scene 

we have today? 

Like the festival pioneers of the early 80’s, the 

winter festival initiative was envisioned by a small 

group of people who know Edmonton, know 

its heritage, its potential, and its people. They 

saw the potential a winter festival could have for 

Edmonton – building culture, healthy communities, 

and economic development. But best of all, it was 

a group that understood that winter, more than 

any other season, defines Edmonton’s character. 

What if Edmonton’s winter heritage was actually 

our great strength? Winter gets lots of bad press. 

But what if winter was celebrated? What if it was 

interesting and fun?  To answer these questions, the 

Edmonton Arts Council put out a call for a festival 

that would celebrate Edmonton’s ‘winter spirit’.   For 

me, the call was simply irresistible. I knew creating 

a winter festival season was an inspired moment in 

Edmonton’s cultural development. I was impressed 

by the City’s initiative. And I very much wanted to 

be part of this fresh new adventure. 

The concept brought together everything I find 

most fascinating about Edmonton – its winter, its 

festivals, and an intangible something else that 

makes this not just a city, but a community.  

1 Winter Light Festivities - Vibe Tribe. Photo credit: EPIC Photography

2 Winter Light  - Tipi on Sir Winston Churchill Square. Photo credit: EPIC Photography 

3 Winter Light characters. Photo credit: EPIC Photography

4 Winter Light Festivities - Child enjoying Winter Lights. Photo credit: EPIC Photography

5 Winter Light Festivities - Snow sculpture. Photo credit: EPIC Photography
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I started imaging how beautiful a new winter 

festival might be. My notebook filled up with 

images and ideas. My internet browser roamed the 

world. I could imagine winter buzzing and jumping 

with festival activity, alive with fun. It was early 

spring, and yet I was dreaming about mysterious 

winter encampments and frozen light installations. 

Then a spring snowfall completely bedazzled me - I 

gathered my notes and my courage, and submitted 

a proposal called Winter Light. 

I love winter in Edmonton. I love the bright snow, the 

long light, and the sharp outlines of the landscape. 

I love meeting the somewhat perverse challenges 

of living in a winter city, of finding beauty and cheer 

that don’t emerge from the simpler, more accessible 

pleasures of long sunny days. I love the stillness of 

winter, the earth’s heartbeat quiet but steady with 

the eternal promise of renewal. And, truthfully, I have 

never outgrown the pure delight of walking and 

playing in fresh snow.  

I enjoy the character of Edmonton, a truly winter 

city people. I like how grumbling about the cold is a 

daily past time, and yet it doesn’t hide a touchstone 

of pride, a communal subtext that understands 

surviving Edmonton winters makes life here - and us 

– special. Not so long ago, still in collective memory, 

qualities like courage, perseverance, resourcefulness 

and creativity were absolutely vital to simply survive 

Edmonton’s winter. I think those qualities are forged 

into our community’s true character, and are still part 

of our modern, insulated, mediated winter lives.  

I love arts festivals. It was the freewheeling world 

of festivals where I first found that intoxicating 

co-mingling of art, communal experience and 

provocation that characterize festivals at their best.  

I cherish the unique freedom of choice that public art 

festivals offer. You can stay or go; shift perspective; 

absorb the atmosphere; and openly satisfy your 

curiosity about anything and everything taking 

place. At festivals, you can elude all the rules that 

so often eclipse appreciation of art – be quiet, don’t 

touch, act reverent - and start figuring out your own 

experience of culture. 

I think people are drawn to strange public ‘chemistry’ 

that is unique to festivals. There is an underlying 

structure, carefully built by skilled festival producers. 

But oh, the allure in the swirl of chaos, the hint of 

mayhem, the thrum of unknown potential! When 

we gather, we know the gathering will eventually 

express our true ideas of ourselves: what will we 

make of this? What delicate alchemy is at work when 

70,000 people agree that music is reason enough to 

be kind to each other?  

We need that festival freedom - to gather, share 

interests, pleasures, inspirations, and passions. The 

festivals offer common ground, where we set aside 
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the binary of ‘us and them’, and we become, for 

obscure reasons of art and spectacle, just us. We 

gather, willingly, to share an ephemeral experience, 

and in doing so, affirm our faith in one another. 

And yet individuals - artists - are the centre of our 

communal festival experiences. Their creativity 

disturbs the dust, changes the rules. Art is, quite 

literally, a form of magic, and we want the spell to 

take hold. We understand that thus altered, we can 

create new, more interesting worlds for ourselves, 

for each other. 

Winter Light was guided by these ideals, and 

inspired by the bright minds and warm hearts of 

our city.  

Winter Light was, typical of Edmonton, an ambitious 

project, with short time lines and lofty goals. How to 

develop fresh winter programming, change hearts 

and minds, build a new focal point for community?  

Our festival team set about exploring new venues 

and potential theme for Edmonton’s winter season. 

We developed 9 original winter events around the 

theme of light. We talked about ‘warming up to 

winter’, and drew 12,000 people out to test new 

festival experiences. We created new programming 

for 4 existing events, and in their embrace, reached 

thousands more with the Winter Light themes. We 

offered a warm and bright Winter Light welcome on 

the cold and darkest days.  

And we celebrated the sheer crazy beauty of winter. 

We celebrated with magical light, music, art. We 

gathered around fires, adventured in winter parks, 

played in civic plazas. We called up the spirits of 

snow angels and snow dragons. We watched the 

moon on the snow, and saw the stars wheel through 

the sky. We warmed up together, and toasted each 

other with hot chocolate. We raced down hill, 

grinning all the way. We gathered our communities, 

listened to our elders, and watched our children 

play. In the cold air, we heard happiness ring.  

Winter Light 2009 was truly wonderful in so 

many ways. But I think it is just the beginning, like 

Summerfest so many years ago. Winter Light is 

a spark, a flame to light up Edmonton’s dormant 

winter spirit. Now what? What will we see, looking 

back in thirty years? What dreams and schemes will 

make Edmonton a great winter city?

Pamela Anthony

Director, Winter Light

WINTERLIGHT WINTERLIGHT
2 0 0 92 0 0 9
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tix on the square is the community 

box office owned and operated by the Edmonton 

Arts Council. In 2008 TIX has been in the planning 

stages for an exciting new website that will be 

launched by the time you read this report. Our 

varied clients need the best we can offer them in 

technological advances, tracking and reporting 

and TIX on the Square needed to catch up in that 

regard to remain competitive.  

TIX continues to offer books, plays and CD’s by 

Edmonton authors and artists. TIX is the place 

to come for locally produced gifts and local 

professional and community dance, theatre  

and music.

Additional ways TIX supports the arts community:  

our website maintains a listing of local arts 

organizations – to encourage volunteering, 

auditioning and participation and TIX maintains a 

list of venues complete with capacity, accessibility, 

contact information and links to the their websites.  

No other Canadian city has this type of information 

as readily available.

 

TIX will continue to grow and expand our clientele 

with the addition of our new website in 2009.  Even 

during this recession, Edmontonian’s are loyal to 

the fabulous array of talent that continues to thrive 

in our city.

1 Tix on the Square located in Sir Winston Churchill Square.

2 Audience enjoys FAVA’s 25th anniversary event, 2 Bits

3 A wall of Fringe Festival event posters. Photo credit: Matei Savulescu

4 Your seat awaits you at the next Edmonton Event.3 4

1 2

“TIX is the place to come for locally  

produced gifts and local professional and 

community dance, theatre and music.” 



15edmonton public art

edmonton public art  at the Edmonton Arts Council administers public art projects on behalf 

of the City of Edmonton through the Percent for Art to Provide and Encourage Art in Public Areas policy and 

through the Community Public Art Grants program. In 2008, Edmonton Public Art underwent an immense 

period of growth and development to create the infrastructure and creative direction for a  dramatic increase of 

public art projects. 

1  Peter Hemingway Pool.

2  LRT Bird. Photo Credit: Ray McAdam

3  Health Sciences LRT by Holly Newman

4  Glenn Guillet

5  Terry Frost - Centennial Legacy
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“In 2008, Edmonton Public Art underwent  

an immense period of growth and  

development to create the infrastructure  

and creative direction for a  dramatic  

increase of public art projects.“
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public art committee
The Edmonton Arts Council inaugurated a Public Art Committee in February 2008. The Public Art Committee  

is comprised of, but not limited to, such individuals as artists, curators, architects, civil engineers and 

community representatives. The Public Art Committee (PAC) members serve as leaders and stewards of 

Edmonton Public Art programming. PAC is tasked with setting a vision and objectives for the Percent for  

Art program; periodically reviewing the Civic Art collection; advising on de-accession of public art, and  

making recommendations regarding the City’s public art.

2008 public art commitee members:

Vince Gasparri (Chair)

Shafraaz Kaba

Ernst von Meijenfeldt

Andrej Culen

Catherine Crowston

Michael Phair

Lewis Cardinal

Catherine Burgess

Darci Mallon

Allen Ball

Aidan Rowe

Jacqueline Thoman

Mike Sass

Brian Van Sickle

Linda Wedman

Kristy Trinier

master plan for public art
Edmonton Public Art MAP, a Public Art Master Plan for the City of Edmonton, was successfully presented 

by Edmonton Arts Council Executive Director John Mahon and Public Art Director Kristy Trinier at City Hall.  

The ten-year planning document includes principles for an increase in public art programs for both permanent 

and transitory artworks, conservation programs for artworks, and education and outreach initiatives. The MAP 

was approved unanimously by City Council. 

edmonton public art

percent for art program
The Edmonton Arts Council has administered several Percent for Art projects in 2008, and saw an increase in  

projects as a result of the 2007 policy revision.  

2008 Projects in Development & Production:

Ray McAdam South Campus LRT 

Patrick Jacob McKernan & Belgravia LRT

Brian McArthur & Dawn Detarando Southgate LRT

Cezary & Danielle Gajewsky Century Park LRT 

Brandon Blommaert South West Ecostation

C.Wells Leger Transit Centre

Robert McInnis Animal Services Building

Jesse Sherburne ETS Centennial Garage

Jorn Ebner Fire Station Number Five

Krzysztof Zukowski Fort Edmonton Administration Building

Ron Baird Biotechnology Business Development Centre (BBDC) 

2008 Completed Projects:
Local glassblower Keith Walker completed a series of suspended glass sculptures for the Central Lions Senior 

Centre, and Montreal-based artist Robbyn Deyo completed an op-art painting on aluminum installation for the 

Peter Hemingway Fitness and Leisure Centre renovation. 
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community public art grant program
The Community Public Art grants program was developed as a pilot project in 2006. The program provides funds 

and mentorship to Edmonton community groups or organizations who partner with professional artists to create 

public artworks which may address social issues, celebrate community or cultural identity, beautify public spaces, 

commemorate an event or increase the appreciation of the arts in general.

The jury voted to disburse the Community Public Art Grants 2008 funding of $118,850.00 to the following 

organizations: 

 Edmonton Public Library
 Project: Triptych fibre artwork based on quilting techniques,  produced after collaborative research 

  with three cultural community groups. Partnership with lead fibre artist Margie Davidson. 

   CPA 2008 Grant: $10,000

 Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital – Arts in Rehab Council
 Project: Mural artwork permanently installed in the Paediatric Wing of the Glenrose Rehabilitation 

  Hospital (GRH). Partnership with lead artist and illustrator Barbara Hartmann. 

   CPA 2008 Grant: $12,500

 Varscona Theatre Alliance and Old Strathcona Foundation
 Project:       Permanent mural artwork installed on the Varscona Theatre tower.  Partnership with lead  

           mural artist Ian Mulder.

   CPA 2008 Grant: $27,350

 

1 

2 

3 

edmonton public art

 Terra Losa Community Association

 Project: Permanent mural artwork installed at the Terra Losa Neighbourhood Park donor sign.  

  Partnership with an artist to be determined.

   CPA 2008 Grant: $14,000

 Friends of the University of Alberta Hospitals

 Project: Permanent exhibition of artworks commissioned for the Diagnostic Imagery hall of the  

  new Mazankowski Alberta Heart Institute (MAHI). Partnership with an artist to be determined.  

  

   CPA 2008 Grant:  $15,000

 Westridge Recreation Society

 Project:  Permanent sculpture at the West Edmonton Skateboard Park. Partnership with lead  

   artist to be determined.

    CPA 2008 Grant: $40,000

education and outreach 
Kristy Trinier presented a Public Art 101 session at the Creative City Network of Canada’s 7th Annual Conference for 

2008 in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, and conducted Dérive Edmonton, a Situationist public art tour in Edmonton 

for Grant McEwan students. A presentation was also given for Pecha Kucha #2 in Edmonton, giving a survey of 

international public art. Edmonton Public Art assisted in the development and production of the Storefront Cinema 

transitory public art exhibition in November, along with FAVA and Stony Plain Road BRZ, which utilized storefront 

windows along Stony Plain Road to display film and video art. 

4 

5 

6 
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The Community Investment Program provides funding to arts and festival organizations and to individual 

artists in the City of Edmonton. Funding for this program is derived from the municipal tax base. The  

EAC is guided by City of Edmonton Bylaw 14157 and Policy C211-F on community investment grants. All 

grants are allocated based on recommendations from peer juries who provide their valuable expertise on a 

volunteer basis.

total grant allocation
$4,331,300

community investment
program

1 Catalyst Theatre’s multi-award winning adaptation of Frankenstein. Photo courtesy of George Szilagyi, photo by Photomagic

2 Firefly Theatre: Duck Duck Bang

3 Mile Zero Dance: Salon Series - Fall Back

4 Edmund Haakonson Big Tent Works Exhibit: photo ©courtesy of The Works Art & Design Festival

5 The Space Between You & Me: Agnieszka Matejko, in collaboration with Bob Lysay

1

3
4 5

2
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Jury members:
 Chair, Leanne Chahley

 David Cheoros 

 Karrie Darichuk 

 Lou Morin 

 Sharon Busby 

 Bill Damur 

 Eleanor Lazare 

 Alison Turner 

 Mary Phillips-Rickey 

Organization 2008 Grant 

Alberta Ballet  $137,000 

Alberta Baroque Music Society  $12,500 

Alberta Craft Council  $25,000 

Alberta Dance Alliance  $8,500 

Alberta Motion Picture Industries Association  $15,000 

Alberta Opera  $7,500 

Alberta Playwrights’ Network  $1,500 

Alberta Society of Artists’  Edmonton Branch  $3,000 

Alberta Ukrainian Dance Association  $2,000 

Azimuth Theatre Association  $15,500 

Book Publishers Association of Alberta  $5,000 

Brian Webb Dance Company  $26,000 

Cantilon Choral Society  $7,000 

Catalyst Theatre  $24,500 

Christian Music Society  $650 

Citadel Theatre  $330,000 

Citie Ballet Society  $5,500 

Concrete Theatre Society  $18,500 

operating grants for arts organizations 
$1,832,300

edmonton arts grants

Cosmopolitan Music Society  $10,500 

Da Camera Singers  $2,500 

Edmonton Chamber Music Society  $4,500 

Edmonton Classical Guitar Society  $1,500 

Edmonton Columbian Choirs  $4,500 

Edmonton Composers’ Concert Society  $1,600 

Edmonton Concert Hall Foundation  $7,500 

Edmonton Festival Ballet  $3,000 

Edmonton Jazz Society  $23,000 

Edmonton Kiwanis Music Festival Association  $7,000 

Edmonton Musical Theatre  $3,000 

Edmonton New Shadow Theatre Society  $16,000 

Edmonton Opera Association  $182,000 

Edmonton Philharmonic Society  $1,000 

Edmonton Potter’s Guild  $5,000 

Edmonton Small Press Association  $10,000 

Edmonton Symphony Society  $330,000 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Music Society  $750 

Edmonton Weavers’ Guild  $3,500 

Edmonton Youth Choir  $5,000 

Edmonton Youth Orchestra Association  $16,000 

Brian Webb Dance Company celebrates 

 it’s 30th anniversary. Photo credit: Ellis 

Brothers Photography
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FAVA Film and Video Arts Society Alberta  $36,000 

Firefly Theatre and Circus Society  $7,000 

Fringe Theatre Adventures  $18,000 

Greenwood Chamber Singers Society  $1,500 

Ground Zero Productions  $5,000 

I Coristi Chamber Choir Society  $3,000 

Kiwanis Singers Association of Edmonton  $1,700 

Kokopelli Choir Association  $18,000 

Kompany! Dance & Affiliated Artists Society  $1,000 

KYKLOS Hellenic Performing Arts Group  $2,000 

L’Association La Girandole  $11,500 

Latitude 53 Contemporary Visual Culture  $25,500 

Locus Suspectus Magazine Inc.  $2,000 

L’UniThéâtre  $20,000 

M.A.D.E. in Edmonton  $4,000 

Mazur Polish Canadian Dancers of Edmonton  $2,000 

Metro Cinema Society  $20,000 

Mile Zero Dance  $16,000 

Mill Creek Colliery Band  $1,000 

New Edmonton Wind Sinfonia  $1,000 

Le cadeau d’Einstein, a translation by 

Manon Beaudoin of Vern Thiessen’s 

Einstein’s Gift, a production of 

L’Uni Théâtre, a World Premiere of 

the French translation, supplemented 

with English surtitles. Photo credit: Ellis 

Brothers Photography.

edmonton arts grants

NeWest Publishers Ltd.  $15,000 

Nina Haggerty Centre for the Arts  $1,000 

Northern Light Theatre  $17,000 

Nova Musica Symphony Society  $500 

Opera Nuova  $10,500 

Other Voices Publishing Society  $1,000 

Philippine Barangay Performing Arts Society  $750 

Polonez Polish Folk Arts Ensemble  $3,000 

Pro Coro Canada  $21,850 

Rapid Fire Theatre Society  $7,500 

Regroupement artistique francophone de l’Alberta $500

Richard Eaton Singers  $6,000 

Ritchie Trombone Choir Society  $500 

Royal Canadian College of Organists  $2,000 

Sadhana Music and Dance Society  $500 

SNAP Society of Northern Alberta Print-artists  $16,500 

Société Francophone des Arts Visuels de l’Alberta  $3,000 

St. Davids Male Welsh Choir  $500 

Stroll of Poets Society  $2,000 

T.I.M.E.  $1,000 

The Nina Haggerty Centre for the 

Arts believes in the importance of the 

creation and exhibition of art by those 

who face barriers to artistic expression.

Above, NHCA artist Louis O’Coffey 

promoting his Jane Cameron Award 

medal. 
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TALES  $1,500 

Teatro La Quindicina  $11,000 

Theatre Alberta Society  $12,000 

Theatre Network Society  $34,000 

Ukrainian Cheremosh Society  $17,000 

Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton  $500 

Ukrainian Shumka Dancers  $51,000 

Vinok Folkdance Society (Vinok Worldance)  $20,500 

Visual Arts Alberta Association  $8,000 

Viter Ukrainian Dancers  $6,000 

Volya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble Association  $5,500 

Walterdale Theatre Associates  $7,500 

WECAN Society (Harcourt House Arts Centre)  $27,000 

Workshop West Playwrights’ Theatre  $19,500 

Writers Guild of Alberta  $12,000 

Young Alberta Book Society $10,000

Walterdale Theatre, Edmonton’s 

longest-running community theatre 

celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2008.

edmonton arts grants

Festival 2008 Grant 

Accordion Extravaganza      $2,523

A Taste of Edmonton $95,000

Cariwest $30,000

Creation Arts Festival $2,000

Dreamspeakers International Aboriginal Film Festival $15,000

Edmonton Chante $10,000

Edmonton Dragon Boat Festival  $8,000

Edmonton Folk Music Festival  $130,000

Edmonton Heritage Festival $55,000

Edmonton International Film Festival $55,000

Edmonton International Fringe Theatre Festival $145,000

Edmonton International Jazz Festival $60,000

Edmonton International Street Performers Festival $87,000

Edmonton Pride Week Festival $14,000

feats Festival of Dance $20,000

Global Visions Festival $12,000

Ice on Whyte $5,000

Jury members:
Chair, Peter Field 

Cheryl McClellan-Moody 

Memi von Gaza

Thomas Scott

Glenda Dennis

Tracy DesLauriers

Stella Martin

Lance Anderson

operating grants for established festivals
$1,076,023 
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Improvaganza Improv Festival $11,000

International Leonard Cohen Festival $2,500

Litfest International Literary Festival $12,000

May Week  Labour Arts Festival      $7,000

Reel Femme $3,500

River City Shakespeare Festival  $60,000

Silver Skate Festival $15,000

Sprouts New Play Festival for Kids $5,000

Sobeys Symphony Under the Sky $42,000

Next Generation Arts Festival $35,000

Teens @ the Turn $5,000

Visualeyez $7,500

Vocal Arts Festival $10,000

The Works $115,000

Silver Skate Festival -  Photo Credit: Chalifoux Procktor

Edmonton Folk Music Festival - Photo Credit: Edmonton Folk Music Festival

Taste of Edmonton - Photo Credit: Events Edmonton

edmonton arts grants

celebrations grants
$50,500

Organization 2008 Grant 

Downtown Business Association 
Indoor Santa Claus Parade

$6,000

Old Strathcona Foundation 
Silly Summer Parade

$12,000

Chinatown & Little Italy Business Association
Lunar New Year Parade

$3,000

Millwoods President’s Council
Celebrate Canada Day in Millwoods

$5,000

Events Edmonton 
New Year’s Eve Downtown

$11,000

Events Edmonton 
Canada Day Fireworks

$5,000

Earth Awareness Society of Edmonton 
Edmonton Earth Day Festival 

$8,500

Jury members:
Chair, Catrin Owen

Michele Finn

Christy Morin

The Downtown Business Association’s 21st Annual Indoor Santa 

Claus Parade took Edmonton’s pedway system by storm with over 

one kilometre of holiday high kinks for people of all ages.

Photo Credit: Elie Newman
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Festival 2008 Grant

Exposure: Edmonton’s Queer Arts 
and Culture Festival/Workshop West Theatre

$12,500

Bike Month and Bikeology Festival/Edmonton  
Bicycle Commuters Society

$7,000

Arts Alive!/Rat Creek Press $10,000

Wildfire High School Improv Festival/Rapid Fire Theatre $4,500 

Canoe Theatre Festival/Workshop West Theatre $10,000

Expanse Movement Festival/Azimuth Theatre $10,000

Wee Frainse/Theatre Prospero $3,000

operating grants for emerging festivals 
$57,000
Jury members:
Chair, Peter Field

Linda Frena 

Shelley Switzer

Dianne Tebby

All Bikeology event materials are delivered by fleets of bicycles and trailers.  

Jewellery making from salvaged bike parts, solar-powered live local music, writing circle 

materials, bikey breakfasts and more are brought to you by the subject we celebrate.

Photo Credit: Molly Turnbull

edmonton arts grants

None allocated in 2008  

A grant of $1,000 was allocated to Austin Arts Management in support of  

a request from Global Visions Film Festival Society.

A grant of $1,000 was allocated to Austin Arts Management in support of  

a request from Edmonton Pride Week Festival Society.

At year end an additional $3,000 allocation was pending project initiation.

emergency support grant 

operational support grant
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Recipient 2008 Grant

Tanya Alvarado $700.00

Donna Ball $250.00

Lyle Bell $250.00

Doug Organ $250.00

Kim Rackel $250.00

Thom Bennett $250.00

Brian Cherwick $700.00

Maria Cherwick $250.00

Jay Lind $250.00

Rod Olstad $250.00

Taras Zaordonski $250.00

David Fraser $700.00

Beth Graham $100.00

Gerry Morita $500.00

Monica Pitre $700.00

Scott Sharplin $100.00

Sam Singh $200.00

John Lachlan Stewart $200.00

Erika Vogel $700.00

Charlie Sakuma $100.00

Linda Turnbull $800.00

travel grants
$16,959
Jury members:
Chair, Andrea House

Norm Fassbender 

Tim Rechner

edmonton arts grants

John Huck $300.00

Michael MacDonald $300.00

Stacey Elizabeth Cann $400.00

Marni Benavides $1,000.00

Josephine Van Lier $500.00

Rohan Bhogal $419.00

Tamara C. Bliss $600.00

Jerrold Dubyk $200.00

Theresa Wynnyk $500.00

Davina Stewart $703.65

Dana Anderson $703.65

John Ullyatt $750.00

Viraj Wanigasekera $755.00

David Cheoros $500.00

Rob Thompson $200.00

Don Berner $200.00

Bill George $200.00

Ulrike Rossier $326.00

Dorothy Loh $326.00

Louis O’Coffey $326.00

The Wet Secrets featuring travel grant 

recipients Lyle Bell, Kim Rackel, Doug 

Organ and Donna Ball. 

Photo credit: 3TEN photo

At year end an additional $1,100 in travel grant funding was pending  

project initiation.
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Organization 2008 Grant

Alberta Choral Federation $5,000

Citie Ballet Society $1,000

Concrete Theatre Society $5,000

Edmonton New Shadow Theatre Society $2,680

Firefly Theatre $5,000

Mile Zero Dance $5,000

Rapid Fire Theatre Society $5,000

Sadhana Music & Dance Society $3,000

Theatre Prospero Association $5,000

Workshop West Theatre $5,000

project grants for organizations
$41,680
Jury members:
Chair, Tania Alvarado 

Wendy Hollo

Kevin Hendricks

Firefly Theatre - Duck Duck Bang

edmonton arts grants

Frank Grisdale
For the production of fine art 

photography and exhibition at the 

Canadian Embassy of Tokyo.

Flora Stormer
Research & writing of The Hive 

Mind: How Assimilation of a Single 

Story is Changing Our World.

Amy Fung
To develop and sustain critical and 

diverse voices in Edmonton’s visual 

arts (writing) community through 

the blog Prairie Artsters.

Scot Morison
To create Ana Falastini a triptych  

of short documentary films. 

Ian Leung
To produce The Albertaville Project, 

a play about climate change in 

Alberta. 

Annie Dugan
Creation and development of 

EVAsion, a new work that fuses 

aerial arts, multi-media, tango 

music and spoken word.

Ruth Dyck Fehderau
The creation of a novel, tentatively 

entitled “Keepers of Athena McGill.”

Kat Danser
The “Rails & Rivers - Kat Danser CD 

Project”, an acoustic blues project. 

Daria Parada
Presentation of Puccini’s “Il Tabarro”  

along the North Saskatchewan 

River. 

Clint Wilson
The production and documentation 

of a new body of visual art. 

project grants for individual artists
$214,003
Jury Members:
Chair, Douglas Barbour

Shawna Lemay

Gerry Morita

Ken Read

Karen Brown Fournell

Sharon Moore-Foster

Eva Colmers
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Agnieszka Matejko
To create “The Space Between You 

& Me” a collaborative multimedia/

video installation. 

Trevor Anderson
Production and distribution of new 

short film Carpet Diem.

Kathy Ochoa
Art production for Collision - a 

scientific contemporary dance 

project.

Myrna Kostash
Preparation of a series of essays 

dealing with several issues inspired 

by her travels. 

Jeffrey Buchanan
Production of 32 new episodes of 

The Sound of My Own Voice. 

David Cheoros
To research, write, workshop and 

performance of a full-length, 

multiple media theatre work.

Stephanie Jonsson
Last stage of production of a new 

body of work to be exhibited in 

October 2008. 

Tania Alvarado
The creation and first presentation 

of laFura.

Kyle Armstrong
The production of two short films, 

Silence and Noise.

Frank Grisdale - Give Me Shelter

Kat Danser -  Mississippi Revue Performance - November 2008 - Blue Chair Cafe 

Photo Credit:  Roland Bouten 

The Space Between You & Me: Agnieszka Matejko, in collaboration with Bob Lysay

edmonton arts grants

In 2008 this program provided 12 awards of $7,500 to encourage and support 

Edmonton artists from ethnically diverse cultural backgrounds, and to engage 

those artists in the broader Edmonton community. The award recipients were:

Achol dau Bilieu

Babatope Omotoso

Elsa Robinson

Erika Vela Namsechi

Jacob Amon

Katalin Szunyi

Ljubomir Ilic

Mengzhun Hao

Pedro Rodriguez de los Santos

Reckie Lloyd

Wing Leung Chan

Zillur Rahman

cultural diversity in the arts   
$90,000
Committee Members:
Chair, Keith Turnbull

James deFelice

Amy Loewan

Shreela Chakrabartty

Recipients of the Cultural Diversity in the 

Arts Awards presented at City Hall.

Photo credit: Marc Chalifoux
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arts and museum building operation grant
$951,535.48

Organization  2008 Grant 

Alberta Pioneer Railway Association  $3,018.97 

Alberta Craft Council  $15,594.00 

Arts on the Ave Edmonton Society  $2,974.50 

Catalyst Theatre Society of Alberta  $14,273.25 

The Citadel Theatre  $283,837.00 

Cosmopolitan Music Society  $7,172.22 

Edmonton Aviation Heritage Society  $40,884.00 

Edmonton Concert Hall Foundation  $296,541.93 

Edmonton Jazz Society (1973)  $11,128.75 

Film & Video Arts Society - Alberta (FAVA)  $6,034.25 

Fringe Theatre Adventures  $83,795.13 

La Cite Francophone  $73,189.50 

Latitude 53 Contemporary Visual Culture  $18,164.45 

Nina Haggerty Centre for the Arts  $22,698.75 

Northern Light Theatre  $3,289.00 

Society of Northern Alberta Print Artists (SNAP)  $14,168.50 

Theatre Network Society  $13,325.00 

The Varscona Theatre Alliance  $13,344.72 

Walterdale Theatre Associates  $12,351.26 

WECAN Society/Harcourt House Arts Centre  $13,718.05 

Workshop West Playwrights’ Theatre  $2,032.25 

edmonton arts grants

Jury Members:
Chair, Brock Skywalker 

Heidi Bunting 

Paul Schieman 

Gerald Osborne 

Ruth Anderson Donovan 

Lyndal Osborne 

Ian Leung 

Christy Morin 

The Lee Fund for the Arts was established in 2003 as a permanent endowment 

fund administered by the Edmonton Arts Council to maintain and build on the 

arts legacy established by the Clifford E. Lee Foundation. The Lee Fund invests 

in Edmonton’s creative community by providing funding for the creation and 

development of new works or for engaging children in the arts.

Total Amount: $54,040 awarded to:

Workshop West Theatre

Young Alberta Book Society

Tania Alvarado

Rising Sun Theatre

Theatre Prospero

lee fund 
for the arts

Rising Sun Theatre Workshop is a barrier-free theatre group  

committed to providing opportunities for people with developmental 

and other disabilities to have their voices heard and stories shared.
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Jury Members:
Chair, Brian Deedrick 

Agnieszka Matejko 

Don Ross 

Linda Huffman 

Scot Morison 

William Thompson 

Conni Massing 

Since 1997, the Edmonton Artist’s Trust Fund (EATF) awards have been annually 

distributed to artists, allowing them to complete or begin new works, study with 

an artistic master or pay their rent. A joint project of the EAC and the Edmonton 

Community Foundation, the fund was established to help offset expenses so 

artists can pursue their artistic endeavors through the creation or development 

of new works, changing career direction or collaborating with another artist. 

Total Amount: $79,878 awarded to 10 artists

Linda Goyette   Beth Graham 

Linda Turnbull   Sherri Chaba 

Dave Wall   Taro Hashimoto

Robert Lemay   Geraldine Carr 

Trevor Anderson   Nico Rogers 

edmonton artists
trust fund

My Song, choreographed by Linda Turnbull, winner of the 

Helen Collinson award. Photo Credit: Alexis McKeown

edmonton arts grants

Jury Members:
Chair, Peter Field

Charline Boudreau

Marian Brant

This grant program is a joint program of TransAlta and the Edmonton Arts 

Council. Funding for the TransAlta Festival City Grant program is intended to be 

complementary to existing support by TransAlta and the Edmonton Arts Council 

to festivals in the Greater Edmonton region. These grants are intended to build 

stability and nationally recognized excellence throughout the region’s festivals 

and/or to build mutually beneficial connections between Edmonton-based 

festivals and festivals in Northern Alberta. Grants are available in three areas:

 • Enhanced Operational Grants

 • Partnership Grants

 • Short Term Mentoring or Consulting Grants

Enhanced Operational Grant

Festival Grant 

Edmonton International Jazz Festival $38,900

Edmonton International Street Performers Festival $30,000

Kaleido Family Arts Festival $30,000

Northern Alberta International Children’s Festival $21,198

The Works Art & Design Festival $26,000

TransAlta 
festival city grant
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auditor’s report
To the Members of Edmonton Arts Council Society 

I have audited the statement of financial position of 

Edmonton Arts Council Society as at December 31, 

2008, the statements of revenues, expenses and fund 

balances, and cash flow for the year then ended. These 

financial statements are the responsibility of the Society’s 

management. My responsibility is to express an opinion 

on these financial statements based on my audit.

Except as explained in the following paragraph,  

I conducted my audit in accordance with Canadian 

generally accepted auditing standards. Those 

standards require that I plan and perform an audit  

to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial 

statements are free of material misstatement.  An audit 

includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting 

the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. 

An audit also includes assessing the accounting 

principles used and significant estimates made by 

management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 

statement presentation.

In common with many charitable organizations, 

the Society derives revenue from donations, 

the completeness of which is not susceptible to 

satisfactory audit verification. Accordingly, my 

verification of these revenues was limited to the 

amounts recorded in the records of the Society and  

I was not able to determine whether any adjustments 

might be necessary to donation revenues, excess of 

revenue over expense, assets and surplus.

In my opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if 

any, which I might have determined to be necessary 

had I been able to satisfy myself concerning the 

completeness of the donations referred to in the 

preceding paragraph, these financial statements 

present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 

position of the Society as at December 31, 2008 and  

the results of its operations and its cash flow for the year 

then ended in accordance with Canadian generally 

accepted accounting principles.

Edmonton, Alberta

March 4, 2009 

Chartered Accountant

financial
statements

1 Tania Alvarado - la fura

2 Bassist Rubim de Toledo, saxophonist Jim Brenan and trumpeter Bob Tildesley in performance at the Yardbird Suite 

3 Linda McBain Cuyler -  “Coming to Canada” - Acrylic paint, machine embroidery in found suitcase

4 Firefly Theatre - Duck Duck Bang

5 The Citadel Theatre -  Pride and Prejudice. Photo credit: Epic Photography.

1
3

4
5

2
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Assets 2008 2007
General Fund

Cash $ 22,986 $ 13,813

Accounts receivable 41,326 20,849

64,312 34,662

TIX on the Square Fund
Cash -    49,548

Accounts receivable -  2,210

- 51,758

Casino Fund
Cash  31,335 310

Accounts receivable - 80,375

31,335 80,685

Program Fund
Cash 640,103 117,500

Public Art Fund
Cash 205,920 66,723

Accounts receivable 577,000 -

782,920 66,723

Community Investment Grants Fund
Cash 111,488 100,327

Accounts receivable - 5,683

111,488 106,010

Property and Equipment Fund
Property and equipment (Note 3) 40,144 8,130

Total Assets $ 1,670,302 $ 465,468

 statement of financial position
december 31, 2008

edmonton arts council society

Liabilities 2008 2007

General Fund 

Accounts payable $ 24,633 $ 50,940 

Unearned revenue (Note 6) 6,775 5,825 

31,408 56,765 

TIX on the Square Fund 

Bank indebtedness 4,541  - 

Accounts payable 6,256 23,962 

Unearned revenue (Note 6) 10,234 5,914 

21,031 29,876 

Casino Fund 

Accounts payable 2,756 - 

Program Fund 

Accounts payable 121,032 - 

Public Art Fund 

Accounts payable 661,354 - 

Community Investment Grants Fund 

Accounts payable 99,967 79,985 

Total Liabilities $937,548 $166,626

Net Assets $ 732, 754 $ 298,842

 statement of financial position
december 31, 2008

edmonton arts council society
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General Fund 2008 2007

Revenues

City of Edmonton service contract $ 425,778 $ 350,000

EATF Grant administration - 4,404

Grant - administration 32,918 25,211

Investment income 69,809 15,511

Memberships 10,050 9,425

Other income 34,401 10,138

 572,956 414,689

Expenses

Bank charges and interest 403 814

Board of Directors costs 5,592 9,230

Conferences and travel 12,320 20,969

Consulting fees 27,956 4,074

Equipment lease 10,961 11,472

Insurance 3,241 3,531

Marketing and promotion 16,480 10,309

Office costs 51,667 33,758

Professional fees 7,250 5,500

Rent 28,871 29,229

Staffing costs and benefits 371,294 286,809

Telephone, internet and website 9,080 4,684

545,115 420,379

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over Expenses  27,841 (5,690)

Transfer from (to) Property and  Equipment Fund - (2,614)

Transfer from TIX on the Square Fund 7,295 10,286

Transfer from Casino Fund 19,871 7,390

Net increase (decrease) in Fund balance 55,007 9,372

Fund balance, beginning of year (22,103) (31,475)

Fund balance, end of year $ 32,904 $ (22,103)

   statement of revenue, expenses & fund balance
december 31, 2008

edmonton arts council society

Tix on the Square Fund 2008 2007

Revenue

City of Edmonton operating income $ 5,000 $ 10,000

Commissions 123,685 121,904

Credit card charges recovered 16,644 16,280

Gift certificates 4,712 5,725

Miscellaneous income 1,133 1,562

Sales for distribution 1,015,944 944,605

1,167,118 1,100,076

Expenses

Advertising and promotion 624 841

Bank charges and interest 946 810

Credit card charges 20,477 18,284

E-Commerce 2,991 1,816

Office expenses 7,601 9,032

Rent 2,279 2,419

Sales reimbursement  1,021,374 950,330

Staffing costs and benefits 143,898 117,055

Telephone 2,546 2,556

1,202,736 1,103,143

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over Expenses (35,618) (3,067)

Fund balance, beginning of year 21,882 37,240

Transfer from (to) General Fund (7,295) (10,286)

Transfer from (to) Property and Equipment Fund - (2,005)

Fund balance, end of year $ (21,031) $ 21,882

 statement of revenue, expenses & fund balance
december 31, 2008

edmonton arts council society
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Casino Fund 2008 2007

Revenue

Casino revenue $ - $ 90,451

Investment income 807 -

807 90,451

Expenses

Casino rent  320 2,293

Interest and bank charges 101 83

421 2,376

Excess of Revenues over Expenses 386 88,075

Transfers from (to) General Fund (19,871) (7,390)

Transfer from (to) Property and Equipment Fund (32,621) -

Fund balance, beginning of year 80,685 -

Fund balance, end of year $ 28,579 $ 80,685

   statement of revenue, expenses & fund balance
december 31, 2008

edmonton arts council society

Program Fund 2008 2007

Revenue

City of Edmonton - Alberta Avenue $28,500 $ -

City of Edmonton - Cultural Plan 50,000 70,651

City of Edmonton - Winter Light Festival 450,000 -

Edmonton Artists Trust Fund  79,878 86,820

Lee Fund Grant 54,040 56,327

Other Programs 93,277 25,800

TransAlta 243,298 297,500

Winter Light Festival Planning Grant 24,000 -

1,022,993 537,098

Expenses

Administration - 26,021

City of Edmonton - Alberta Avenue 29,190 -

City of Edmonton - Cultural Plan 50,000 50,651

City of Edmonton - Winter Light Festival 159,576 -

Edmonton Artists Trust Fund 79,878 80,000

Jury  -  2,087

Lee Fund Grant 54,040 55,039

Other Programs 36,845 25,800

TransAlta 180,798 180,000

Winter Light Festival Planning 24,000 -

614,327 419,598

Excess of Revenues over Expenses 408,666 117,500

Transfer from (to) Property and Equipment  Fund (7,095) -

Fund balance, beginning of year 117,500 -

Fund balance, end of year $ 519,071 $ 117,500

 statement of revenue, expenses & fund balance
december 31, 2008

edmonton arts council society
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Property and Equipment Fund 2008 2007

Revenue  $ -  $ - 

Expenses 

Amortization  7,702  2,056 

Excess (deficiency) of Revenues over Expenses  (7,702)  (2,056) 

Transfer from Casino Fund  32,621  - 

Transfer from General Fund  -  2,614 

Transfer from TIX on the Square Fund  -  2,005 

Transfer from Program Fund  7,095  - 

Fund balance, beginning of year  8,130  5,567 

Fund balance, end of year  $ 40,144  $ 8,130 

Public Art Fund 2008 2007

Revenue 

Public Art Funds Received  $ 1,011,329  $ 237,786 

Expenses 

Public Art Projects Expense  956,486   171,063 

Excess of Revenues over Expenses  54,843  66,723 

Fund balance, beginning of year  66,723 -  

Fund balance, end of year  $ 121,566  $ 66,723

   statement of revenue, expenses & fund balance
december 31, 2008

edmonton arts council society

Community Investment Grants Fund 2008 2007

Revenue

City of Edmonton Community Investment Grants $ 4,450,000 $ 3,220,000

Investment income 76,960 61,095

Other income 3,930 4,439

4,530,890 3,285,534

Expenses

Administration 95,244 4,554

Arts Operating Grant 1,832,300 1,763,000

Cultural Diversity Grants 90,000 -

Edmonton Artists Individual Grants 214,003 205,904

Emergency Grant - 4,439

Facility Grants 951,535 -

Festival Operating Grant 1,076,023 1,029,150

Festival Seed Grants 57,000 35,000

Major Parade and Celebration Grants 50,500 51,000

Organization Project Grant 41,680 46,180

Other Grants  - 24,178

Public Art Grants 118,850 86,700

Special Awards 200 300

Travel Grants 18,059 19,104

4,545,394 3,269,509

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over Expenses (14,504) 16,025

Fund balance, beginning of year 26,025 10,000

Fund balance, end of year $ 11,521 $ 26,025

 statement of revenue, expenses & fund balance
december 31, 2008

edmonton arts council society
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General Fund 2008 2007
Net inflow (outflow) of cash related to the following activities: 

Operating 

Net increase in surplus $ 27,841 $ (5,690) 

Change in non-cash balances relating to operations 

Accounts receivable (20,477) (6,854) 

Accounts payable (26,307) 5,896 

Unearned revenue 950 175 

(17,993) (6,473) 

Financing 

Transfer to Property and Equipment Fund - (2,614) 

Transfer from TIX on the Square Fund 7,295 10,286 

Transfer from Casino Fund 19,871 7,390 

27,166 15,062 

Net inflow of cash 9,173 8,589 

Cash, beginning of year 13,813 5,224 

Cash, end of year $ 22,986 $ 13,813

   statement of cash flows
december 31, 2008

edmonton arts council society notes to financial statements
december 31, 2008

Note 1: Nature of Operations

The Edmonton Arts Council Society (EAC) exists to 

support and promote the arts community in Edmonton. 

The EAC meets the needs of its members and the arts 

community as a whole though activities that:

 • help provide financial support to festivals, 

arts organizations and individual artists;

 •  educate those who play a role in the success of 

the arts community about the quality of artistic 

work produced here, its importance to the city, 

and its needs;

• advise decision makers on specific issues that affect 

the arts;

• nurture the quality of artistic work produced here.

The EAC was incorporated on April 19, 1995 under 

the Societies Act of the Province of Alberta and was 

registered as a charity effective August 1, 1997 under 

the Income Tax Act.

The operations of the Society are organized into 

project funds. A summary of each of the funds is as 

follows:

General Fund

Donations which have not been designated by the 

donor for one of the other funds are placed in the 

General Fund. The costs of administering the Society 

and the costs of improving or expanding the Society 

are recorded in this fund.

TIX on the Square Fund

TIX on the Square is a community box office and 

information booth. It is also a Ticketmaster outlet. It is 

owned and operated by the Edmonton Arts Council 

and serves the entire arts and cultural community in 

the greater Edmonton region.

Casino Fund

The Casino Fund was set up in response to the Alberta 

Gaming Commission’s requirement to have a separate 

account to receive proceeds from casinos managed 

by the Society. Funds from this account can only be 

spent in areas designated in each casino application. 

Proceeds are used mainly for community programs 

including Take the Poetry Route as well as EAC and 

TIX on the Square website development and updates. 

The Society currently holds a fundraising casino every 

two years.

Program Fund

When requested by the City of Edmonton, the EAC 

produces special projects. These projects have 

included Cultural Capital of Canada 2007, Winter 

Light, Art of Living cultural plan, revitalization 

projects on Alberta Avenue and others. In addition, 

the EAC develops grant programs with the Edmonton 

Community Foundation and corporate partners 

including TransAlta.

edmonton arts council society
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Public Art Fund

The Service Agreement between the City of 

Edmonton and the EAC identifies support for the 

City’s public art program as a core duty of the EAC. 

This involves creation of master plans for public art, 

policy development, and production of specific 

public art projects generated by the Percent for Art 

program or from other sources.

Community Investment Grants (CIG) 

Service Agreement between the City of Edmonton 

and the EAC identifies responsibility for the City’s 

Community Investment Grants program in the arts 

and festivals as a core duty of the EAC. This involves 

administration of all relevant existing CIG grant 

programs as well as development of new CIG grant 

programs in arts and festivals.

Property and Equipment Fund

The Property and Equipment Fund was established 

to collect and disburse funds on capital projects 

undertaken by the EAC and to maintain the assets, 

liabilities, revenues and expenses related to the 

Society’s property and equipment.

Note 2:  Summary of Significant 
Accounting Policies

These financial statements have been prepared 

in accordance with Canadian generally accepted 

accounting principles for non-profit organizations and 

within the framework of the significant accounting 

policies summarized below:

Property and Equipment

Property and Equipment are recorded at cost. 

Amortization is calculated on the declining balance 

basis over the assets estimated useful life at the 

following annual rates:

• Computer equipment and website 30%

• Ticket booth 30%

• Office equipment 20%

Volunteer Services

During the year certain services were provided to the 

Society by volunteers. These volunteer services have 

not been recognized in the financial statements.

Donations

With the establishment of the Edmonton Artists 

Trust Fund (Note 4), donations that are not restricted 

are forwarded directly to the Trust Fund held by the 

Edmonton Community Foundation.
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Non-Cash Donations

The EAC only records non-cash donations when a 

charitable receipt is issued. These donations are 

recorded at the fair value of the items received.

Income Taxes

The EAC is a non profit organization incorporated 

under the Societies Act of the Province of Alberta and 

as such is exempt from income taxes.

Measurement and Uncertainty

The preparation of financial statements in accordance 

with Canadian generally accepted accounting 

principles requires management to make estimates 

and assumptions that affect the reported amount of 

assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets 

and liabilities at the date of the financial statements 

and the reported amount of revenues and expenses 

during the reporting period. These estimates are 

reviewed periodically and, as adjustments become 

necessary, they are reported in earnings in the period 

in which they become known.

Financial Instruments

The Society’s financial instruments consist of cash, 

accounts receivable, and accounts payable. Unless 

otherwise noted, it is management’s opinion that 

the Society is not exposed to any significant interest, 

foreign exchange, or credit risk arising from these 

financial instruments. The fair value of these financial 

instruments approximate their carrying values, unless 

otherwise noted.

Fair Value Adjustment

CICA Handbook section 3855 requires disclosure 

of fair values of financial instruments that are held-

fortrading. The effective date for this change was for 

year-ends commencing after October 1, 2006. The 

financial assets of the foundation consists of funds 

in chequing accounts and guaranteed investment 

certificates. There was no adjustment required to the 

financial statements as a result of the adoption of this 

accounting policy change.

Note 3: Property and Equipment

Cost
Accumulated 
Amortization

2008 Net  
Book Value 

2007 Net  
Book Value

Computer equipment and website $ 58,657 $ 27,631 $ 31,026 $ 3,758

Ticket booth 16,734 16,330 404 577

Office equipment 14,118 5,404 8,714 3,795

Total $ 89,509 $49,365 $ 40,144 $ 8,130
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Note 4: Edmonton Artists Trust Fund

The Edmonton Artists Trust Fund is a joint project of  

the EAC and the Edmonton Community Foundation 

(ECF). The purpose of the fund is to invest in Edmonton’s 

creative community by providing grants to individual 

artists who are living and working in Edmonton. An 

open-ended endowment fund has been established 

with ECF to which anyone can make tax deductible 

donations. The EAC will annually receive contributions 

equal to 4.5% of the asset base in the fund which will 

be used to support local artists.

During the year the EAC received $90,730 (2007 - 

$91,224) of which $79,878 (2007 - $86,820) was for 

grants to approved artists and $10,852 (2007 - $4,404) 

was for administration costs.

Note 5: Commitments

The EAC has negotiated a facility lease at $2,343 per 

month until January 1, 2010. The EAC has also has a 

facility lease for the Winterlight Festival program of 

$3,500 per month until April 30, 2009.  The EAC also has 

several equipment leases with combined payments 

of $609 per month with varying expiry dates between 

April 1, 2009 and April 1, 2012.

The EAC has also committed to develop a new website 

at a cost of $70,000. As at December 31, 2008, $28,000 

of the development cost has been incurred leaving a 

remaining obligation of $42,000 in 2009.

Note 6: Unearned Revenue

Unearned revenue of the General Fund is comprised  

of membership fees collected that relate to the 

subsequent year.

Unearned revenue of the TIX on the Square Fund is 

comprised of gift certificates sold that have not been 

redeemed.

Note 7:  Comparative Financial   
Statement

Certain comparative figures have been reclassified 

to confirm with current year presentation. The 

comparative figures were audited by another firm of 

Chartered Accountants.

Note 8: Economic Dependence

Ongoing operations of the EAC are dependent 

upon receiving continuing funding from the City of 

Edmonton. The current service agreement is in effect 

until December 31, 2010.
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