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Edmonton Arts Council celebrates the outstanding achievements of 20 local 
professional artists 

Edmonton… The Edmonton Arts Council, City of Edmonton and Edmonton Community 
Foundation are pleased to announce the 2020 recipients of the Edmonton Artists’ Trust 
Fund awards. 

“We are delighted to celebrate 20 remarkable local artists that call the Edmonton region 
home” said Sanjay Shahani, Executive Director of the Edmonton Arts Council. “These 
artists excel in their disciplines and are constantly working to broaden and promote the 
Edmonton arts community. The recipients help make Edmonton a vibrant and engaging 
city, alive with arts and culture.” 

“Congratulations to this year’s recipients,” said Martin Garber-Conrad, CEO of Edmonton 
Community Foundation. “We look forward to watching these artists’ careers grow as 
they continue shaping our city.” 

The Edmonton Artists' Trust Fund (EATF) recognizes an artist’s work and contribution to 
the community. The $15,000 awards provide financial stability for artists to renew, 
develop, create or experiment. These awards are supported by the proceeds from the 
Edmonton Artists’ Trust Fund, held by the Edmonton Community Foundation. In 2017 
the Eldon and Anne Foote family fund began making contributions directly, to allow for 
an increased value and number of awards. This stands now at $120,000 annually, 
committed through 2021. In addition, in the fall of 2020 an anonymous, private donation 
of $100,000 was received via the Edmonton Community Foundation to invest directly in 
artists though the EATF process. 

More information about the Edmonton Arts Council’s grants and award programs can be 
found at: grants.edmontonarts.ca  

Recipients of the 2020 Edmonton Artists’ Trust Fund Award:  

Former Edmonton Poet Laureate Ahmed Ali, AKA Knowmadic, is a community 
organizer, public speaker, youth worker, poet and musician who strives to empower 
diverse communities across the globe. Knowmadic is co-founder and former Artistic 
Director of Edmonton’s only spoken word collective, Breath In Poetry. 

Alma Visscher is an installation artist whose actions and built environments are inserted 
into the landscape. Her work is influenced by traditional dye methods, notions of 
vastness and intermediary spaces, and surface architecture.  

Andrea Bellegarde-Courchene is a skilled fiber artist from Little Black Bear First Nation 
in Treaty 4 who truly brings vision to form. Through her traditional star blankets and 

https://grants.edmontonarts.ca/eac_grants/


 

ribbon skirts she transmits her gift of artistic expression and a healing resurgence of her 
Cree/Ojibway culture. 

A long-time fixture in the Edmonton music scene, Cam Neufeld has played his own style 
of fiddle music in clubs and festivals across the prairies and around the world. From the 
street to the concert hall, his musical journey has spanned the gamut of styles from 
traditional fiddling to jazz. 

Celeigh Cardinal is a multi-award-winning Métis singer-songwriter. With numerous 
accolades to her name, several highlights include taking home awards at the 2020 Juno 
Awards, the 2018 Western Canadian Music Awards, multiple Edmonton Music Awards, 
and recently she received two nominations for the 2020 Western Canadian Music 
Awards for Indigenous Artist of the Year and Songwriter of the Year. 

As a musician and sound designer, Dave Clarke has composed and produced music and 
sound designs for over 500 projects in theatre, film, dance and multi-media. He is also a 
playwright, whose multi-award-winning Theatre for Young Audiences piece, Songs My 
Mother Never Sung Me, draws on his experience growing up as a CODA (Child of Deaf 
Adults). 

Josh Languedoc is an Anishinaabe playwright, theatre artist, and educator. Josh has 
toured across Canada with his solo storytelling show Rocko and Nakota: Tales From the 
Land, and is currently studying at the University of Alberta, working on his Masters of 
Fine Arts in Theatre Practices with a research interest in Indigenous playwriting and 
storytelling. 

Kristi Hansen is a prolific theatre artist whose work includes dramaturgy, direction, 
stage management, administration, and teaching. She is also the co-founder of 
Edmonton’s all-female theatre company, The Maggie Tree, whose mandate is to support 
the development and visibility of female-identifying humans in creative leadership roles 
in the arts, and was until recently the co-Artistic Producer with Azimuth Theatre.  

Leona Brausen is a multi-talented actor, writer, costume designer, and improviser. As a 
costume designer, she has worked for Mayfield Theatre, Citadel Theatre, Shadow 
Theatre and Teatro La Quindicina where she's an Artistic Associate. Her work has 
garnered her both Sterling nominations and awards.  

Marty Chan is a children's author with a background in theatre, radio, and television. 
Using a combination of storytelling, improv, humour, and stage magic, he shares his love 
of words with audiences young and old, inspiring the next generation of lifelong readers 
and writers. 

Matthew MacKenzie is a multi-award-winning Métis playwright. MacKenzie founded 
Pyretic Productions in Edmonton in 2008, which produces new works with strong socio-
political themes. In 2018, his play Bears won Doras for Outstanding New Play and 
Outstanding Production, was named a co-winner of the Toronto Theatre Critics 
Outstanding New Canadian Play Award and won the Playwright Guild of Canada’s Carol 
Bolt National Playwriting Award. 



 

Matthew Stepanic is a freelance writer, poet, editor of The Glass Buffalo, and poetry 
editor for Eighteen Bridges. Stepanic also co-manages Glass Bookshop, Edmonton’s 
newest bookstore that focuses on Canadian writing with special attention paid to 
LGBTQ2SIA and IBPOC writers, as well as the independent publishers who help to 
produce their work. 

Matthew Wood, AKA Creeasian, is an entrepreneur, youth educator, dancer, DJ, 
producer, and tours as a dancer with the Juno Award winning group A Tribe Called Red. 
He is committed to bridging hip-hop and Indigenous culture, using the arts to empower 
and unite youth.   

Megan Dart is a playwright, poet, and the co-Artistic Producer of the award-winning 
indie company Catch the Keys Productions, best known for its site-specific, immersive 
theatre creations. Dart is also the co-Artistic Producer of Common Ground Arts Society, 
the Communications Specialist with Fringe Theatre, and a member of The Edmonton 
Poetry Brothel. 

Swiss native Michael Zaugg is the Artistic Director and Principal Conductor of the 
professional chamber choir Pro Coro Canada. A passionate pedagogue, Zaugg is strongly 
committed to his work with choirs and emerging artists. 

Michele Vance Hehir is an accomplished playwright. She won first place in the 2017 
annual Alberta Playwrights’ Network competition for her full-length play, The Blue Hour, 
which received its premiere production at Edmonton’s Skirts Afire Festival in 2020. 

Shannon Blanchet has appeared on stages across Canada, off-Broadway and in 
London's West End.  Off the stage, Blanchet is a teacher and coach with the University of 
Alberta’s Department of Drama and has recently completed a Master of Fine Arts in 
Theatre Voice Pedagogy at the University of Alberta, where her interdisciplinary 
research focused on the neurological correlates of Voice and Speech Training. 

Sharmila Mathur is the Director of the Indian Music Ensemble in the Department of 
Music at the University of Alberta and the founder of the Indian Music Academy. 
Through her music instruction and performances, she shares the rich tradition of 
classical Indian music, and continues to collaborate with musicians from other cultures 
to create fusion music showcasing the diversity of our community.  

For over two decades, Timothy Bowling’s fiction, non-fiction, and poetry has been 
regularly published and recognized for its excellence, garnering numerous national, 
provincial and civic honours. In 2008, the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation 
awarded Bowling a fellowship recognizing his entire body of work. As an active member 
of Edmonton’s literary community Bowling has worked closely with many local writers as 
a mentor, writer-in-residence and Sessional instructor in literature and creative writing.  

Zach Polis is a writer, filmmaker, and photographer, and former Poet Laurate of the City 
of St. Albert. He has performed in New York City, as well as on CBC Radio. His poems 



 

have been recognized on Vogue Italia’s PhotoVogue, and he recently completed a 
spoken word residency at the Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity. 
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The Edmonton Arts Council is a not-for-profit society and charitable organization that 
supports and promotes the arts community in Edmonton. The EAC works to increase the 
profile and involvement of arts and culture in all aspects of our community life.  
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