Open Source Street Art Comes to Edmonton
Edmonton – The Open Source Street Art Pilot program launches today in Edmonton. The two-year street art pilot,
developed by the City of Edmonton and the Edmonton Arts Council, will allow local artists to legally practise their
street art in two locations (Tweddle Place Tennis Building and Whyte Avenue Tire Craft Building) without fear of
criminal prosecution. Considered to be evolving community works of art, the street art walls will continually
change as street artists and the general public paint and repaint the surfaces.
The public is invited to join the Edmonton Arts Council, Capital City Clean Up, and the project artists for a
public workshop this evening, September 5, at the Youth Empowerment and Support Services facility
(10310 85 Avenue). Beginning at 4:00 pm, the public can meet the artists and exchange ideas. The formal
presentation will take place from 7:00 – 9:00 pm and will include: artist presentations, information about the pilot
project, and an overview of street art history, safety, and practices.
A team of street artists will lead this project – Edmonton’s AJ (Adrian) Louden; Calgary artist Wil Yee; Jason Botkin,
co-founder of Montreal’s internationally acclaimed collective En Masse. The public is invited to paint onsite with
the artists from September 6-12 at 8308 Millwoods Road (Tweddle Place Tennis Building). Art panels created
at the workshop will be posted at the Strathcona location 10021 82 Avenue (Tire Craft Building).
“The Edmonton Arts Council is excited to support this innovative project,” says Paul Moulton, Edmonton Arts
Council executive director. “This is an unprecedented opportunity for Edmonton artists and Edmontonians to
come together in a project that will beautify the city, support the development of an often-misunderstood art
form, and address a significant urban issue.”
"The City of Edmonton is committed to promoting safer, cleaner communities by reducing and preventing graffiti
vandalism," says Sharon Chapman, senior program planner with the City of Edmonton's Community Standards
Branch. "The focus of this pilot is to promote safe, legal street art in Edmonton, not to endorse graffiti vandalism."
Edmonton Arts Council and City of Edmonton personnel will monitor the sites and any offensive or illegal posts will
be removed. The incidence of spill over graffiti vandalism will also be monitored over the course of the two-year
project in an effort to determine the effectiveness of the walls in reducing graffiti vandalism. The goals of the Open
Source Street Art Pilot are to promote legal and safe sites for artists in Edmonton and to evaluate the factors that
will make the sites successful in Edmonton.
Evidence suggests that this strategy can be effective in reducing the incidence of illegal tagging and graffiti
vandalism. Unique to Canada, this pilot incorporates several components to evaluate success including: pre and
post evaluations of graffiti vandalism surrounding each site, Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
(CPTED) studies, and a proactive graffiti spill over clean up strategy. Ongoing community consultation is key to the
success of the pilot.
For more information, or to request an interview, please contact
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