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Edmonton Arts Council Seeks Edmonton’s Ninth Poet Laureate 

Edmonton — The Edmonton Arts Council, City of Edmonton, and Edmonton Public Library have 
issued a call for Edmonton’s ninth Poet Laureate. As an ambassador for the literary arts, the Poet 
Laureate incorporates poetry that reflects Edmonton, its people, and its diversity into official and 
informal city activities.   

"The Poet Laureate plays an important role in capturing the stories of our city. During the COVID-

19 pandemic, we've seen just how this position can amplify the voices and shared experiences 

of Edmontonians,” said Mayor Don Iveson. “I look forward to seeing how our next Poet Laureate 

will continue to build on this role."  

Edmonton’s current Poet Laureate is award-winning Indo-Canadian poet and artist Nisha 
Patel. She is the 2019 Canadian Individual Slam Champion and Edmonton Slam Champion, and 
a recipient of the Edmonton Artists’ Trust Fund Award. She is also the Executive Director of the 
Edmonton Poetry Festival. Her poetry speaks to themes of race, feminism, and identity, focusing 
strongly on her struggles and triumphs as a woman of colour. During her time as Poet Laureate, 
Nisha has served as a literary ambassador at home and across the country. She also created 
five-month mentorship opportunities for local artists to learn craft and writing, performance, artist 
management, curation, networking, and relationship-building.   

"Nisha’s passion and dedication to issues of social and environmental justice, including the 
upliftment of marginalized voices in our community has been provocative, captivating, and 
impactful. Her words carry strength, inspiration, and hope,” said Edmonton Arts Council Executive 
Director Sanjay Shahani. “We look forward to seeing how the next Poet Laureate will expand the 
reach of the literary arts in our city and engage Edmontonians through poetry.”  

“EPL is proud to champion Edmonton’s Poet Laureate program as part of our role to enrich our 
communities through learning, discovery and connection. Through her compelling storytelling style 
and focus on social justice, Nisha Patel demonstrates the power of language and its ability to 
engage community. We are encouraged by the abundance of talent in Edmonton’s spoken word 
community, and we look forward to supporting Edmonton’s next Poet Laureate.”  

The next Poet Laureate will serve a two-year term beginning on July 1, 2021. This is a part-time, 
flexible role with an annual honorarium of $10,000.  

Edmonton writers and poets are invited to apply for the role. The deadline for applications  
is 12:00 pm MST on Monday, May 3, 2021. Full details for the call and a link to apply can be 
found at bit.ly/EACPoetLaureate.   
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The Edmonton Arts Council is a not-for-profit organization that supports and promotes the arts 
community in Edmonton. The EAC works to increase the profile and involvement of arts and 
culture in all aspects of our community life.   
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